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The c'.;ora e ?ri .n Tmo---,c-I7y
United St,.tes Th-use of ~c:'rc.-;ti es

At your rewcet we perfnor- ed a curso-ry rvs ; of tCieLn.Ezu.ral
'as Su' lv' <r'-.3 c:s -- ered by Yczusschusetts during ez -e-.-of
Jan~iery 19 K~i7. .As R reed '.no -a ith 'ou r cfi.ce, trhis letter confir-s
our oral re.,ort hi g ] i cth; the '..ctors vwh'.ich s'_I - - cantly cnritr'-
11ted to end e::acer ,,ated tlhe Eas sunply problim.

.Ar. -, lua1 cohin--tion of f..ctors czused te natural Es su;nply
T- r .o ' Tr. - ac C s et ts .

-- -.L- 5: :e. : 'e n asi1ci -:ng 'i . .1 s stribution cO;5T an es

-t--';.-t.;c:.p aed' s~vere :wc.s.'-r co idtio :~s-th~e co.ld est
.3-: y 'n yo yres,

-- L.c'.: ; Lf I 5:rc.'amd .. a t ra-1 ,.s stoP.se -n tie e-, *-r.'nd
,r Z a

-- ' s;':;'?tit'n ac .- co .-. < 1-icu'fL: i -4:*gta ,.,s(7 S
s~~l>*i vs f r C, -l .I

-- l.RC':z O' t:?---.<. Z) n for derIr -mr.:..e.

-__ _-c ^ . -~ - -. 71 __ * C - s t r:~ ' : . e.^ c-b.i;-s . e t -2 <: ; C . :ed to
::. d ':*:S C)ef the Cv-.r: ; e.;ue-tie y. tlh e n z1 i7>.-:: es

;.inver pca' --. nd TcI•l-c.nts can .. d sO-eti's co e-ced t-e
co:--.i eed o^.-:-. 1 czmc3i(8S es of two in'terstate pf-elr.es sev-1.ng
tCe Strte. Tl -,s, the local Tr st-ibut'on cozran-ies h-ve t6 rely
hecvily on s:uv- c-.:;t11 :u-.'2A #s from otiher sources to me.set tn'.eLr

7.1e Pri.n-y - il s:'pIlc:s for !'.?^sDchlusetts inmclu'e LG
froz A;,-eria, n:.t.;:. F -. s on storz£e In other prrts of the cotrv,



and -propaene. V'nfortunitely, there were problems in delivering supplies
from all three of tlhese sources.

Because LNG plays a vital role in satisfying the State's natural
s.s peak &e-.nand requirements, the disruption in LNG snhipments from
Aleri a si-nificantly ex-acerbated thie gas problem. ThIs L iG s supplied
to 11 local utilities includinS the one w-hi-ch cserves 50 percent of the
Strntes' nz-tiiral Eas rer'-:et. "':herefore, any cisruption in LNG supplies
dulrin-g exte-nded periods of extre--ely cold we.eaher will hrave an az-verse
t-?nct ton, thle State.

The lack: of nnlura1 gas storage in tle 'ew En q',F,-nd area inhiits
the u-e of stor.e ras in Drovi"Jinc relie'f c-8;'na extended ?-rio's of
sev&rely cold weather. The Ne.w T-zL;%nd utilities, which h, ve un ;e.-
grouncd storaee in other arcas of t'e co12nnrv, are forcd to rely on
pjoipnel ..es to Celiver - .- ir Stor'- 's on a best-efforts IaPs.s or

when< I'ipellncs ^..^-Ve e:.cC-ss ?iel er-; c^- ci . . Purg r. eyere weather,
c.hc-ever, the p-.LeI- cs zo rot .. O e,-:cess c a eci ty. C.znsecuent

tle storace f. :- 'ls not be lodlivered.

Th..e . -:-e'~:.. ;.zs -f:...'.-"-m by C: t'- '.-C;. 0 r- - -:r a*on
(ralil t : c.--rs .---. tz-c-,s) c. -l-f ri- p-o e -er t rri v s
;i-zn t-.e S..-.e. 'AI t i-os use c-roz-:ne to such Q:1ant :s 5xzanlies
an-c t';e -t_-C uses -.o,-ne in its se -es c'e .roo rEfe

..-. T.- or e > ce tlcns .e~er, -ue to Thne l c'. of
;L-:-.s-no. rt.tio", p'r-C---,e could rnot be celdivared to the St,2te ~n
.,,-.x~ia.n v: oolu:,.es. Ccxz ec entlv its -se w P s li;i te r t'he
cris is .

The urC -. icpt._id se-ere eat'ner wa {^s the nror contributor to
t'.le Cr2s:s. A local Eistrihution c5-.any. ;nc'- ser-es >0 11reant
of t;le rat-:""1 <,.-.-.et, st^-tea t i .--s 2rci For a eslon
inrter or t;ip % ct:t ner in a2?'-yctr , A Kr:ever, ,s ,e-,.-

t-c.nd .- xe ~,c Cte e>er-~ce i ts ;: t ;---.er in 1) \e:rS,

c: ers blen, o-lut Ip u ; ors 

The PC'nor-TI,,t of .. er (DDE) collects an -,nor.nus a: oulnt
of eata on na.tu7a-1 rzas supples however, the t:C- , rect.'rec ror
collect-ing .. ,. procc 5snF w-.SSt cf tne cdata prec-C'-, s ts U se -'or

'tie-.t1Y;;;r. jtzntL'.l 'o,-a~li-ed spot shc'rta~es lir-e the o..e ethat
re-cerly ozcu-:-.er in Massachusetts. 7-.'en t o U t':e P s.:b il ity



of a recurrinF s{:i2.- r .-ttur..- i.-!s su7,PY crisis still <.Asts, it
is u-1;inlk Y t'il.t the ,.-,rtic1linr set of circm--stancr.s occurring in
J.anuary l9tUl will occur a-nin.

We trust that this letter will satisfy ,'our needs. If any
fuir-Cher infor-.atlon is needed or if you have an-y suestions, please
let us r:PmVw.

Si,.-ely -yours,

.7 -:. er ?:2 C-'

or

bc: iMr. McCulIlough
Mr. ?BoL3nd
Mr. Elsken
i,;r. Allen
Cocntrol De-Sk, CC-- S1-"S

I




